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When the Ground Breaks

| suppose this is what it looks like when the ground breaks. After years of sowing seeds and watering,
something remarkable is beginning to take place among the Wassulu in Mali.

Twenty-four years ago our friend Moses was the first Wassulu in his area of Mali to become a Christian.
His village and family felt so much shame that they tried to kill him for 20 years. He finally fled to the United
States. Since my wife Nichole and | moved to New
York City and met Moses, we have been praying with
him that a church would be established in his village.
Recently, members from an Engaging Church* in
Georgia, along with Malian believers, went to Moses'
vilage and shared a Gospel video presentation.
Later, Nichole and I, along with a Malian missionary
and another Wassulu believer, shared the Gospel
with approximately 125 people in Moses' village.
Another team from Georgia, along with Malian
believers, returned to the area for follow-up. In short,
24 years of perseverance have culminated in at least
four new believers in this village that has been hostile
to the Gospel for so long. Among these new believers are Moses' own brother and cousin. Pray that a
church will be established in this village and that these new believers will grow strong and confiden t
in their faith.

The Georgia team also reported that 36 people attended intense discipleship meetings in the Wassulu
village where | used to live. Pray for the village chief and others who believe that the "Jesus path" is
the true way, but are afraid of persecution from others. Pray that a church planting movement will
start in this village and spread throughout the Wassulu.

Paul,** a man who attended the discipleship meeting, insisted that the Georgia team visit his village
nearby. Upon arrival, they were greeted by an 81-year-old man (the oldest man in his village) that Paul** had
visited occasionally. The man said, "Just last night | had a dream that four white people were going to visit
me. | heard the phrase 'What was lost is now found.' Can you explain the meaning of this to me?" Our team
member Jerry shared the story of the prodigal son, and the man was elated when he heard the words, "What
was lost is now found." "It is just like my dream," the man said, and he announced that he wanted to follow
Christ that day! Pray that God will continue to work among the Wassulu, revealing His power and His
desire for them to "be found."

Events like these continue to affirm that our presence in New York is opening up new doors in West Africa.

Chris Clayman
(Chris and Nichole Clayman are Church Planting Catalysts with the North American Mission Board in New York City. Chris is a former IMB
journeyman to Mali.)

*An Engaging Church is committed to evangelism, discipleship, and church planting among a people group with little or no access to the
Gospel.
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Persevering with Hope

"So we must not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don't give up." Galatians 6:9,
HCSB

One missionary team expresses the feeling of many of their colleagues who serve in West Africa. "Our
heart's desire is that all our people group will one day stand in the presence of the Father, perfect in Christ
Jesus. We struggle as we labor, limited by difficulties in
understanding language and culture, yet with joy and
perseverance, knowing it is not in our own strength, but
through His Spirit which works so powerfully in us. We
never cease to be amazed as He opens the doors to
conversations, puts people in our paths, takes even
painful or difficult situations and uses them as
opportunities where we can speak a word that will point
to Him. Pray for us to always be open and aware of
how to use our time wisely for the glory of God."

"Each has the role the Lord has given... So then
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the growth." 1 Corinthians 3:5b, 7, HCSB

Another missionary in West Africa recently confided, "One afternoon | was really struggling with not seeing
lives changed or a church started in the area where | lived. Time was coming to an end and there was
nothing | could check off a list. If someone handed me a card to record the number of decisions, | wouldn't
have much to write down. Most people here have no idea who Jesus is, so | guess that makes me a planter.
People who water get to see the growth take place, and | was a little jealous. Within minutes of this mental
battle that was quietly taking place, | read some verses in the third chapter of 1 Corinthians. Then | realized
that | am so blessed to have been a part of introducing people to Jesus for the first time, and getting to know
Him more all the while."

Please intercede for missionaries in West Africa who labor faithfully and diligently in difficult
areas, but are not yet seeing results. Ask the Lord to give these servants strength, perseverance, and
faith to believe that the spiritual harvest will come in His perfect time.
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Participating in the Spiritual Harvest

Thank you for interceding for the spiritual harvest in West Africa throughout 2008. God has been at
work in many different ways. One missionary team reports, "We thank God for how He has been
working among our people group this past year. There were 1,492 new believers, 108 new outreach
fellowships and 532 people baptized in 2008. Join us in giving God all the glory and praise for what
He has accomplished."

In some areas of West Africa, there have been
fewer extraordinary spiritual breakthroughs,
despite faithful, persistent efforts by missionaries
and local believers. One missionary couple shares,
"During the past year, many seeds have been
planted, many spiritual conversations have taken
place and the gospel has been shared, but so far,
little visible fruit has resulted. Pray that God will
break down the strongholds that prevent
individuals from hearing and responding. Pray
that the Holy Spirit will continue to work in the
hearts and lives of those with whom
relationships have been maintained. Ask God
to give wisdom and encouragement to those
working among this Muslim people group in our urban area. Pray that we will be focused,
intentional, and sensitive to the Holy Spirit's leading as we continue to meet people, build
relationships, and share the Good News."

One missionary in West Africa expresses the sentiments of many IMB personnel serving in this
region, "The New Year stretches before us, bringing many opportunities to tell The Story that began
before time, of our God's redemptive plan for us. But we are also aware of barriers to that message.
Walls of language and culture differences, false beliefs, and an Enemy that has kept people in bondage
and darkness for generations loom before us. We can almost feel a physical wall in some places where
we share this Good News. . . . The task before us is challenging and huge, but we can see remarkable
things happen for the glory and advancement of God's Kingdom if the body of Christ functions as the
Creator intended. Each member has a function and no member is unimportant. We must have those
who pray, give and go — sometimes all at the same time. What is your part?"

Please make a commitment today to pray regularly and faithfully for the lost peoples of West
Africa throughout 2009. Ask God to show you how you can participate more fully in the spiritual
harvest of West Africa.
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MISSION VOLUNTEERS
Part 1: Co-Laborers in the Task

The BAMBARA team in Mali shares this testimony,
"Last year, a Bambara man traveled to the market in
a neighboring village. There, among the tomato
vendors, cloth sellers and milling crowds, he heard
one of our volunteers share the gospel. A few days
later, he sought out the volunteers. 'You've got to
come to my village! There are twenty people who
want to follow Jesus! | went home and told them what
| learned, and they want you to come teach them.'
The volunteers went, and indeed found several eager
listeners. Steve (one of our team members) returned
numerous times to teach the villagers. A few months
later when a volunteer team from St. Louis, Missouri
traveled to this village with Steve, 16 new believers
were baptized."

The WOLOF team in Senegal shares, "Last summer, a youth group from Virginia came to work with our
missionaries to reach Senegalese youth through drama, English clubs and service to the community. Now
the group is making plans to return this coming summer. Please pray that each youth who desires to
come will be able to participate. Ask the Lord to begin working even now in the hearts of teens and
young adults in Senegal to begin questioning what they believe and to be open to hearing the Truth.”

The ZERMA team in Niger writes, "A volunteer team from Alabama is coming to prayerwalk in villages,
going from compound to compound taking prayer requests, and then sharing a story related to those prayer
requests. They will also be praying down strongholds in one specific area to prepare the way for the 16
summer missionaries who will be coming in June. Ask God to give them incredible opportunities to
share the hope of the gospel, and pray that their message will be received and accepted.
http://www.zermateam.org.

The MANDINKA team of Senegal reports, "A volunteer team recently came and held a vision clinic in a
Mandinka village. Many Mandinka are rejoicing that they can now clearly see the leaves on trees and others
words on a page. Pray that this gift of improved sight will be used for God's glory. Pray that those who
can now read will read Scripture in order to use this gift to know more of our Savior. Those who can
see will see the Creator in His creation. Give thanks to God for those who are willing to come and use
their gifts for His glory.
http://www.mandinkapeople.com

Mission volunteers are in high demand throughout the year in West Africa. Volunteers of all ages,
backgrounds, and occupations can serve in many different ways. To learn how you can minister as a
volunteer in West Africa, go to: http://www.gowestafrica.org/gosend/go.htm.
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MISSION VOLUNTEERS
Part 2: Sharing the Love of Christ

A volunteer who recently returned from West Africa shares the following reflections.

There have been adjustments to being back. It is difficult to get back to the fast pace in the USA. |
don't want to just “settle back in." | don't want to forget the smell of the dust and smoke, the smiles as
people realized that | had no idea what they were saying (and they loved me anyway). | have been
injected with a serum of experience from another culture, and once again, it has changed me for the
better.

The reaffirming "welcome home" from those who know us is of great comfort. We would not have
been able to go without the help and support of so many. Though we were in the culture, the bridge
there and back was built upon the love and prayers of all of you!

My greatest joy would be to share around our
Father's table, rejoicing in being part of the same
family. But for some of the people we met, that may
never happen. Though we know their names and can
see their faces, their culture binds them to a religion of
works, trying to please a distant, uncaring deity and
never knowing if they are being good enough. They
do not know that there is a better way, with a loving
Father, who even now reaches out to them, to lift them
from their dusty prayer mats and draw them to
Himself. He wants a relationship with these people,
and there is so much to do to let them know He loves
them. To do that, WE must love them --- not love the
journey, not love the exotic feel, not love the praise of others for what we are doing, but we must love
THEM.

Going on a trip like this requires much preparation - physically, mentally and spiritually. Coming home
is equally as arduous. | do not know if the future holds another trip back, but | do know that a part of me
lives there every day, and when | pray for my friends, the list is now longer. What a blessing this has
been!

Thank God for mission volunteers that serve through a variety of ministries in the West Africa
Region. Ask the Father to call and equip more volunteers to share their Christian witness with
many unreached people groups in West Africa. Pray that the Gospel seeds that are sown
through these volunteers will yield much spiritual fruit.

To learn how you can minister as a volunteer in West Africa, go to: http://www.gowestafrica.org
/gosend/go.htm.
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Spreading the Gospel Along West African Highways

Many truck drivers come to Lomé, the capital city of Togo, to take goods from the port there to the
northern land-locked countries of Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger. Last fall, Kathy Daniel, team leader for
IMB business facilitators in West Africa, initiated a large "spiritual seed sowing" project that God had
placed on her heart. Truck drivers have been attributed with spreading AIDS and Islam as they travel
from the north to the south. Kathy realized that these truck drivers could spread the Gospel instead as
they returned to the north. But first, they had to hear the Gospel.

Kathy spoke with several Baptist pastors and laymen in Togo, sharing the idea of getting cassettes
with Bible stories into the hands of truck drivers. West African truck drivers have hours of spare time
while they wait for customs officials and many other formalities along the road. A vital part of this project
would involve local Christians who were willing to spend one or two days at key locations along the
trade routes to follow up and continue ministering to truck drivers who had listened to the stories.

Eight men from Togo, Burkina, and Cote d'lvoire
participated in the first training. The combined
team of these West African believers and IMB
missionaries began crafting 21 Bible stories along
with the "Creation to Return" presentation.
Afterwards, two groups of the West Africans were
able to get free radio time in their respective cities
and share the stories on the air each week, with
people calling in and asking questions. Several
people have already accepted Christ through these
radio programs. As the West African team
members continue to put their evangelism training
into practice, the team is also working to complete
and record the two remaining stories in the set of 21. The next step will be to test the stories, make the
final adjustments and get them recorded on cassette tapes.

e Praise the Lord for the way in which He is empowering West African believers to share the story
of Christ with truck drivers.

e Pray that the story set will be completed soon so that the cassette tapes can be distributed to
truck drivers who can in turn share the message with others as they travel along major trade
routes in West Africa.

e Ask God to provide a way to disciple these new transient believers.





