
  Praying for the 

Women of  West  Africa
A Wolof woman kept having accidents working on a peanut 
farm in Senegal. She knew the spirits were angry with her, 
so she consulted the “marabout” (mare-ah-boo), a spiritual 
leader who blends Islam and mysticism. In exchange, he gave 
her an amulet inscribed with Arabic words from the Islamic 
holy book, the Qur’an (kor-an). The marabout told her to 
wear the amulet around her neck at all times. She has not 
taken it off, and is convinced it will protect her from evil spirits.

Pray the women of West Africa will experience the freedom from fear found 
only in Jesus. Pray they will recognize the lies of false religious leaders and turn 
to the truth of the gospel.

In Burkina Faso, a Fulani woman rises early each morn-
ing to milk her cows. With a baby strapped to her back, 
she carries the milk on her head in a bowl made of a large, 
hollowed-out gourd. Each morning she makes the rounds 
so neighbors can buy milk by the ladle. On market day, she 
walks to market to sell milk or butter she’s made.

Lift up the physical needs of women who work long, hard hours to provide 
for their family. Pray they will discover the true Bread of Life.

The mosque’s call to prayer pierces the darkness, waking the young Bambara 
woman in Mali. She rises to pound millet and cook breakfast. There are so many 
to feed – a mother-in-law, a husband, his two other wives, and all the children. 
It’s hard to fi nd enough food because droughts often kill their crops. Her people 
follow Allah, the god of Islam, and she follows her people. They also worship the 
rivers, the trees, and ancestral spirits. There are so many spirits to appease!

Pray West African women will come to know the 
One True God. Pray those who are already believers will 
remain strong in the face of persecution.
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