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Cracking the egg
“This sin will become for you like a high wall, cracked and bulging, that collapses 
suddenly, in an instant. It will break in pieces like pottery.” 
Isaiah 30:13–14a (NIV)

Throughout the Bible, names of people and places held great mean-
ing and significance. Who would imagine that same concept would be 
found in Mali (MAL-ee) with the Dunn people. The name Dunn trans-
lates as “egg.” If my name meant “egg,” I’m not sure I would be thrilled, 
but these people are happy about their name. For many months, this 
love for being called “egg” was a mystery to me.

From the moment I entered the village, the people were friendly 
yet cautious. Being the first American in the village, they were just as 
curious about me as I was of them. They did, however, allow me to 
work in the fields with them, although they thought my hands were 
too soft. 

Finally, after months of working and talking together, one of them 
trusted me enough to reveal the significance of their name. One can tell 
an egg is an egg from the outside, but he has no idea what is inside until 
he cracks it. No one really knows what is hiding inside the shell. This 
definition has proved true in my experience. The people seem friendly, 
but I still don’t know what is in their hearts and minds.

The exciting part of this journey is that the egg is beginning to crack! 
May the shell continue to crack by the love of Jesus.

God showed me to ask, what is the egg in my life? What am I trying 
to hide from the world or from God? Eggs were created to be cracked 
and used.

—Lori, West Africa

Father, thank You that You are bringing the gospel to the Dunn people group of 
Mali, West Africa. Continue to “crack the shell” so that Your Word can penetrate 
inside their hearts. May I examine myself today to see what I am trying to hide from 
You or others. Amen.
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