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Appropriately clothed
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 
Colossians 3:12 (NIV)

As I strode down the sandy road toward my friend’s home, I was quot-
ing “compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” I wanted 
to wear this “clothing” that God had provided. If I truly and completely 
clothe myself with His spiritual gifts, what difference will that make in 
my ministry? How will it affect the evidence of Christ in my life? How 
will that bring glory to God and cause some of these people to desire 
truth?

Arriving at my friend’s home, her children ran out to greet me. After  
I was welcomed, I sat on a mat and tea was prepared. Building relation-
ships with people so that they will be willing to accept the good news 
is important. My friend is poor and shares the best she has with me. I 
have the riches of heaven at my disposal and desire to share them with 
her. Physically, I am wearing clothing appropriate to her culture so that 
I will not offend her people. Spiritually, though, I need to be clothed 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience so that I 
can reach her people with His love.

As I see the overwhelming spiritual darkness and poverty, the en-
emy tempts me to become discouraged. Discouragement’s companions 
of selfishness, impatience and lack of compassion have the potential to 
become my attire. I must guard myself against wearing these filthy rags 
rather than the glorious gifts of my Lord. How I wish for God’s rich 
apparel for my friend, her family and her people!

—Sharon, West Africa

Father, may my clothing always be that of compassion, kindness, humility, gentle- 
ness and patience. May I never wear rags, but only the clothes of righteousness. 
Use missionaries in West Africa to proclaim the good news through their life-
style and their words. Amen.
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