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G o d ’ s  W o r d F e b r u a r y  1

“I have a verse for you”
“The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul. The testimony of the Lord 
is sure, making wise the simple.” Psalm 19:7 (NASB)

We were sitting on the dirt floor of a grass-roofed hut visiting with a 
70-year-old chief. In the midst of our laughing and joking he said, “I 
have a verse from the Koran for you.” I had never heard a Muslim say 
this before.

He read the words carefully in Arabic. Then, with great pride, he 
told how he had studied the Koran for most of his life and could now 
read it. Commending him on his reading, I asked, “What does the verse 
mean?” He replied, “I only read it; I cannot translate it.”

I was shocked. How could he give me a verse that he did not un-
derstand and that I could not possibly understand? What would be the 
benefit of reading something without understanding it? I read Scrip-
ture to understand God and His will for my life. How could someone 
work that hard to learn Arabic without understanding it?

After this encounter, God led me to handwrite Genesis 3 in Pular 
(poo-LAR), but using the Arabic alphabet. I gave it to the chief. He 
insisted that we read it then. As we read, I had to stop him frequently 
to talk about the meaning and to be sure he was not just pronouncing 
the words. 

Later, I went back with the express intent to give him the rest of 
Genesis. I did not have to offer, for he said, “What you left was not 
enough; it was only part of the story.” I was glad to give him more of 
God’s Word.

Am I as hungry for the Word as this man?
—Robert and Rhonda, West Africa

Father, Your very words have been given to me that I might know You and Your 
will for my life. Let me never read Your Word as routine and without under-
standing, but allow it to penetrate my heart and change me. Amen.
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